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New think tank releases policy paper on how 

to reform OFSTED  
 

“OFSTED has become toxic within the teaching profession.  

It’s time for a reset.” 
 
A new think tank, The Education Policy Alliance, has released its first policy paper on how 

to reform OFSTED. In the wake of recent reports by the Beyond Ofsted inquiry and the 
Institute for Public Policy Research, the EPA report sets out a bold alternative vision for the 

future of schools accountability which would: 

 

• Improve the quality of information provided to parents/carers 

• Provide more accurate, timely information to the regulator 

• Prioritise the wellbeing of educators, children and young people  

 

Under the EPA’s plans, OFSTED would be rebranded the Schools Governance Auditor 

(SGA) and would have three main roles: 
 

• Carry out slimmed-down governance and safeguarding audits of all schools biennially  

• Maintain a data dashboard on all schools, updated annually 

• Co-ordinate a network of Schools Accountability Partnerships, which would see 

schools carrying out reciprocal peer review visits each year  

 
The EPA also propose to: 

 

• End the use of one-word judgments – a practice which is “pernicious and without 

merit” 

• Introduce a 28-day grace period, to incentivise schools to respond to 

recommendations in a timely manner 

• Establish an independent body to process complaints and appeals, to stop OFSTED 

“marking its own homework” 

 
The EPA suggest that implementing these policies would significantly improve outcomes for 

schools, parents/carers and the Department for Education, within the same budget currently 

allocated to OFSTED. 
 

Download the report, and the one-page theory of change (see below) here. 

 

About the EPA 
 

Comprising teachers, school leaders, parents and carers and young people, the Education 

Policy Alliance is an unaffiliated, grass-roots think tank dedicated to crowd-sourcing 
education policy. For more information, visit educationpa.org. 

https://www.educationpa.org/publications
https://www.educationpa.org/


 


